
Annex to ‘Data-sharing rationale for climate services’  

The overarching goal of the EU-funded Intra-ACP Climate Services and Related Applications 
Programme (ClimSA) is to improve wide access and use of climate information by the ACP (African, 
Caribbean, and Pacific) group of countries, and to enable and encourage the generation and use of 
climate services and applications for decision making. 
 
The purpose of this document is to clarify the measures which are taken to protect data holdings 
against unwanted distribution of data. This document should be viewed as a further extension of the 
‘Data-sharing rationale for climate services’ document which has been produced for ClimSA earlier. 

There are several WMO resolutions on data sharing regulations. While these resolutions, plus the 
proposed new WMO Unified Data Policy (that will be discussed at Cg-Ext 2021) do not settle all data-
related issues as they all leave room for specifics of national data-policies to be implemented. 
However, they represent a commitment to broadening and enhancing the free and unrestricted 
international exchange of data which is imperative for providing effective weather and climate 
services to society.  

The ICA&D website ensures that observational data from National Meteorological and Hydrological 
Services (NMHSs) that want to maintain restricted access cannot be accessed by the public, 
however, derived indices important to for example monitor climate change are available from this 
data for the public. With this document, the aim is to clarify how the balance is maintained on the 
ICA&D website between the WMO desire to enhance free and unrestricted international exchange 
of data and the need for NMHSs (and the RCC) to restrict access to data. 

The starting point is the web portal for the ClimSA-funded ICA&D website which satisfies the 
mandatory Climate Data tasks of the RCC: https://west-africa.icad-wmo.org/ 

 

https://west-africa.icad-wmo.org/


From the home page, metadata is found under the ‘Meta data’ tile first. Visit the meta data 
webpage through the link provided by the button (in the blue circle). 

 

Afterward, visit the link in the button ‘Stations’ (https://west-africa.icad-wmo.org/stations). This will 
give you a map with all available stations.  

These stations are part of a ‘starting set’ of over 660 stations, mostly from the archives of NGCD and 
rescued data received through the ACRE project (UK Met Office/Hadley Centre). The stations 
received from the NGCD and Hadley Centre are flagged as ‘downloadable’ within the internal 
database, as the data providers have given permission to make these data freely available. In 
contrast, there are also some data which are flagged ‘non-downloadable’. While meta data of the 
non-downloadable data are shown on this map, it is not possible to download these data. Two 
examples are given: one from Nigeria (data from Benin City) and one from The Gambia (data from 
Georgetown).  

Zoom in onto Gambia When you click with the mouse on the stations, the name of the station 
appears. Click on station Georgetown and an information panel is shown. 

  

The information display shows the position of the stations and the series that are provided by this 
station, with start and end point. We see that there is precipitation data from 1948 until 2010. It also 
shows the owner of the data who provided this series. In this case: Ministry of Fisheries and Water 
Resources. 

There are several other stations in Gambia with data in the database. For example, station Bathurst 
with precipitation data from 1869 until 1948. The data are provided through the Hadley Centre Met 
Office. Close to Bathurst is another station with data provided by the Hadley Centre Met Office 
named. named Banjul Intl. 

We will now show that the data which are provided through the Gambia Ministry of Fisheries and 
Water Resources are NOT available through the data portal, while the data provided through the 
Hadley Centre Met Office can be accessed. To visit the data portal, move back to home page, and 
click on the button ‘Observational data’. 

For this demonstration, we will focus on precipitation and from the ‘Observational data’ page, the 
‘precipitation’ button is selected. 



 

 

There are several ways to get access to data – one is the download of pre-defined zip files 
(https://west-africa.icad-wmo.org/download-derived-data). Another is access through the Custom 
Query. In this demonstration we will start with the latter. Fill in the form by selecting ‘non-blend’(for 
an explanation between the distinction between ‘blend’ and ‘non-blend’, click on the question 
mark), and select ‘Gambia’’. The options under ‘Stations’ are ONLY ‘Bathurst’ and ‘Banjul Intl’. These 
data are provided by Hadley Centre Met Office and are available for download. The other stations, 
like Georgetown, for which the data is provided by Ministry of Fisheries and Water Resources are 
not visible here, meaning that the daily time series cannot be downloaded from this website.  

 

When you click on ‘Next’ you go to the Summary of selection page. When you click on ‘More details 
about the series in your selection’, you can clearly see only the available data from Banjul Int. and 
Bathurst: 



We proceed by demonstrating that the data which are provided for Georgetown, Gambia, by the 
Ministry of Fisheries and Water Resources is not available in these files. Go back two pages and 
select ‘Download predefined zip-file daily precipitation (non-blend)’ (https://west-africa.icad-
wmo.org/node/356) 



For an explanation on the difference between ‘blend’ and ‘non-blend’, please visit the FAQ page 
which can be reached through the ‘Guidance’ button at the top of the webpage. 

A click on the link to the zip files will download the zip file. When opening the zip file, you will see 
something like the following: 

  

The zipfiles contains a large number of precipitation data files and two metadata files. In the 
screendump, the metadata file ‘sources.txt’ is opened and it shows an overview of the stations that 
are in this zip file. 

When going through this zip file, you can ascertain yourself that the station GEORGETOWN is not 
included in the list and therefore not made available through this zip file. You can also see that the 
stations BATHURST (#102590) and BANJUL INTL (#100386) are included. 

This demonstrates that daily data which are flagged as ‘non-downloadable’ are indeed not accessible 
through the ICA&D website.  

 

In contrast, derived data, which is data aggregated to longer temporal scales (like annual means) are 
made available. This is demonstrated by the following: 

Visit, from the top of the webpage page, the link to ‘Derived Data’ via the tab ‘Data’ (https://west-
africa.icad-wmo.org/Derived-Data). This page gives access to all Derived data. We will now show 
that the data from Georgetown, Gambia, are available as derived data.  

 



Visit the link ‘Time series’ and complete the form on the next page (https://west-africa.icad-
wmo.org/indicesextremes/customquerytimeseriesplots.php).  

When you search on all station for Gambia, again all 12 stations appear, including the stations 
provided by Ministry of Fisheries and Water Resources: 

 

 

Select, for instance, from Georgetown the index RX1day (Maximum 1-day precipitation amount). 
The form look like the following: A click on ‘Next’ will give you the plot 

 

Just above the plot are the links to download the plot or to download the data which is used to make 
this plot. 


